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COMMITTEES FOE THE SESSION,
Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appointed by that House.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000,

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 15th August, 1939,

Paar
Question ; Tndustries Departirent delegation, travel-
ling allowances ...
Address-in-reply, Durth day ... 88

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES DEPART-
MENT, DELEGATION.

Travelling Allowances.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL asked the Chief
Secretary: What were the respective
amounts of travelling expenses and allow-
ances paid to (1) the Minister for Indus-
. trial Devclopment (Hon. A. R. G. Hawke,
M.L.A.), (2) the Secretary of the Indnstries
Department (Mr. Maeartney) whilst visit-
ing the Eastern States recently in an en-
deavour to persuade Eastern States’ manu-
facturers to siari factories in this State?

The HONORARY MINISTER (for the
Chief Secretary) replied: Covering the full
period of six weeks—(1) £86 3s. 6d. and
(2) £82 0s. 1d.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the 9th August.

HON, W. J. MANN (South-West)
[¢.35] : Before dealing with some aspects of
primary production, I desire, on behalf of
the farmers of the South-West and, I think,
of most of the residents of that part of the
State, to express our sympathy regarding
the position in which the wheat-growing
section of that great industry find them-
selves. Their position to-day is undoubtedly
tragie, and it calls for not only sympathy
on the part of all who are in a position to
assist, but for practical help as well, A few
years ago hundreds of settlers in the South-
West experienced what I might deseribe as
& long period of below-the-bread-line exist-
ence, and consequently they realisd very
fully the gravity of the present situation
thronghout the wheat helt. At such
times as the present there are many
who will offer expressions of sympa-
thy, but there are very few people
who really know, or are in a position to
know, the depth of mental anxiety from
which these people suffer in the position in
which they find themselves to-day. They
cannot realise the utter disappointment, the
baunting fear of abject failure that each
day and night overshadows the existence of
these produeers who are making strenuous
cfforts to suceeed, nor can they he expected
to understand, and fully comprehend, what
it means to suffer privations which actnally
involve the lack of the absolute necessities
of life, not only for themselves bhut for their
womenfolk and their children. Those nn-
fortunate producers did not ask for
charity; they did not actually seck help. Al
the South-West settlers wanted a few years
ago was an opportunity to win through by
virtue of their own endeavours, and a priece
for their commoditied that would enable
them to live. That is actually, T understand,
the position, in many instances, of the
farmers on the wheat belt to-day. The price
offered for wheat in the markets of the
world at the present time is far below the
cost of production, and because of indiffer-
ence in many quarters the situation is not
improving hut is gradually becoming worse.
T have been told on very good authority
that quite a number of these people have
been haunted with the fear that they will
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eventually bhave to walk off their holdings.
To lose the result of the labour of the best
part of a lifetime and to have oo decent
prospects of employment ahead of them iz a
serious position for any hody of men. It
makes the outlook for these people, unless
early asgistance is granted, precarious in
the extreme. This State cannot permit that
kind of thing to happen. I want to pay &
tribute to the Premier, who, I am satisfied,
is very earnest in his desire to render some
assistance, and that gquickly, One abuse
that frequently creeps into our system of
government, and is often exasperating, is
the haggling that oceurs when prompt ac-
tion for the alleviation of distress is essen-
tial. That js the position existing to-day.
The prices quoted for wheat in a world
which is spending millions of pounds daily
on warlike preparations is ridiculous; it is
nothing less than a travesty on trade and on
humanity. I greatly regret that the Pre-
miers in conference last week failed to agree
in their deliberations, and to put relief ma-
chinery into operation.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is the weakness of
democracy.

Hon, W. J. MANN: I helieve that the
Federal Government and the Premiers of
most of the States were very much in earn-
esi. and endeavoured to find a solufion of
the problem. They honestly wanted to as-
sist the wheatgrowers. That it should have
been a few individuals in the Countiry Party
who were responsible for wrecking that eon-
ference fills one with disgust; and that is
putting it fairly mildly. I feel almost con-
strained te add that I am sorry to think
that that Country Party Government repre-
sents the State of my birth. However, that
is the position and it is indeed serious.
One feels compelled to say that it is
a pity a great many of thoge so-called
friends of the farmers are not obliged fo
tichten their helts in a time of crisis and to
go throngh some of the troubles and experi-
ences that the men they are supposed to
represent have to condure.

Hon. C. F. Baxter interjected.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Of course, the Vie-
torian Government is responsible for the
present position. I hope that the Prime
Minister and the Premiers will meet again
at the earliest possible moment and make
available whatever assistanee is possible for
the wheatgrowers. The justifieation for aid

being given to rural industries threatened
with collapse can be found in the history of
the clairying industry in the South-West.
Not that I believe the dairy farmers during
their years of tribulation received all the
assistanee they should have obtained, but
at any rate it was made possible for them
to hold on, and by the exercise of a good
deal of courage and sacrifice all those that
were in earnest were able to weather the
storm and experience better times. To-day
that section of the eommunity is compara-
tively prosperous. The people are con-
tented and are quite satisfled to labour on,
producing national wealth from which the
whole State derives benefit. A good deal
of money was involved in assisting thoso
people, just as considerable expenditure will
be entailed in assisting the wheatgrowers;
but that money was not Jost, far from it. 1
propose, before I sit down, to quote a few
figures to indicate fthat that money was
wisely spent and that the industry con-
cerned is rapidly reimbursing the State for
the expenditure. I desire to repeat whai
has been mentioned many times when the
losses incorred in the cstablishment of the
dairying industry have been referred to. We
must not forget that the farmers are not
responsible for the whole of the loss, much
of which was due to faulty management
and some wicked waste, which, as we al!
know, took place.

There is in the South-West to-day a
number of butter factories all of whieh, T
understand, are doing well. One is not able
to serutinise the halance chects of proprie-
tary companies, but one co-operative com-
pany publishes a balance sheet regularly: T
refer to the South-West Dairy Farmers’ Ca-
operative Co. A serutiny of that company’s
figures for the year ended the 30th Jnue
last is most illuminating, and in a measure
serves to prove what I am endeavouring to
illustrate, namely, the fact that the dairying
industry is repaying the State for money
expended Years ago. T have purposely
kept my figures down to as low a
minimam as possible because T quite real-
ise that it is diffisult for members to earrv a
large number of figures in their minds.
Last year that eompany handled 326,071
cans of ecream, The ageregate weight in eans
of that intake was no less than 5,534,145
Ihs., a very ecreditable undertaking for one
company. From that was manufactured
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6,765,218 lbs, of commercial butter, again a
splendid record, and one that is all the more
praiseworthy by reason of the faet that that
figure represents an increase on the previous
year of 283 tons. Butter sales amounted to
£464,383 and trading sales to £38,440, which
brought the turnover of the company to
over haif a million pounds. Both the but-
ter production and the turnover of the com-
pany consfituted records for the State.
Compared with the older-established and
higger concerns of the Eastern States these
figures are perhaps not outstanding, but
they are exceptionally good for Western
Australia. When the co-operative eompany
was formed some years ago it was thought
that a production of one ton of butter per
week could be regularly mrintained. That
was advanced with the idea of inducing the
few suppliers who were operating to send
in their ¢ream. BEven that small amount of
one ton per week was not realised in the first
year, for the out-turn was only 23 tons.
Last year the company produced 3,020 tons,
a splendid record indeed.

There is hope yet for the wheatgrowers.
The present low prices will not always re-
main. Wheat may never reach the figure at
which it stood some years ago, but it must
reach a price that is puvable. The price of
butter fat has an important bearing on the
industry of which [ am speaking, When the
people of the South-West were strnggling,
as they were during the depression, the price
of butter fat was as low as 8d. a Ib. Dur-
ing last year suppliers were paid on the
basis of 1s. 5d. per 1h.

Hon, L. Craig: Certain deductions were
made from that price.

Hon. W. J. MANX: The price was 1s. 5d.
for choice eream, with margins for fivst and
second grade. From the profits earned by
the company a bonus of 1%4d. per lb. was
returned to the suppliers, making the total
payment 1s. 6%d. From that figure had
to be deducted the equalisation contribution.
Taking also into consideration the dedunction
for cream cartage, the settler received am
average of 16.56d. per lb,, a little over 1s.
414d. for his butter fat. That represented
a splendid return, and has made the outlook
for the industry very much brighter. The
manufacturing costs were about 2.15d. per
Ib., which is the lowest in the history of the
company.

These figures are full of significance.
When Parliament authorised the group

settlements, existing records disclosed that
Western Australia was sending to the East-
ern States about £1,000 per day for butter.
The company to which I have referred last
year disiributed to its suppliers £366,338,
Instead, therefore, of Western Australia
sending out £1,000 per day for butter, the
ecompany in guestion returned £1,000 per
day to its suppliers. Other companies are
also returning a considerable amount of
money to the dairy farmers, but I am un-
able to quote the figures. This is a splen-
did achievement when one remembers the
background from which it has sprung.

I hope I shall not be considered too paro-
chial if I say that the South-West is des-
tined to be one of the major mainstays of
Western Aunstralia.  Providence has been
very generous in the matter of soil, rain-
fall, elimate, sunshine, fertility and elose
proximity to the seaboard. The Govern-
ment recently embarked upon a eampaign
for the expansion of industrv. I have
nothing to say against the scheme, and
wish it well. There are, however, some
requirements for primary production that
could be considered before we embark
npon a scheme of this nature. I would
refer in the first place to the need for im-
proved harbour facilities in the South-
West. It is neither a fantastie theory nor
a Utoplan faney to predict that before
very long a much greater volume of pri-
mary products will be available for dis-
posal overseas from the Sonth-West than
is forthcoming to-day, and that, provided
the opportunity is afforded to them to visit
these ports, ships will he able to load close
to the points of production.

We are living in an age of infense ecom-
petition, and now is no time for any in-
dustry to be saddled with unnecessary and
unwarranted disabilities. At the present
time the bulk of dairy and otbher products
to be sent away from the South-West is
weighted with 127 miles of unnecessary
railage.

Hon. J. Cornell: You wounld not suggest
that a 14,000 ton boat sheuld call at Bun-
bury?

Hon. W. J. MANN: I suggest that the
deepening of the Bunbury Harbour will
have to be undertaken sooner or later, and
that if we are to continue to compete in the
world’s markets we will have to get the
steamers to go to the nearest ports to pick
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up the cargo. There is ne doubt about it
that the steamship lines are only too glad
to get freight, and whether it be offered at
the ports of Bunbury, Albany, Geraldton
or Fremantle, those lines will piek it up.
The exisiing condition of affairs has taken
from the pockets of the primary producers
in the Sonth-Western part of the State,
hundreds of thousands of pounds because
the producers have had to pay unnecessary
freight charges. There are harbours at
Bunbury, Busselton and Flinder’s Bay,
and all have claims. Bunbury has built up
an excellent reputation for dispateh and
for economical working, but it is denied a
great deal of the trade it should have, be-
cause & promise made to the people away
back in 1896 has never been properly ful-
filled. At that time far-secing men recog-
nised the great opportunities that existed
in that part of the State, and a promise
was made that if the people would clear
the land and build up their herds the re-
quired facilities for disposal of the pro-
ducts—the facilities to inelude harhour
accommodation—would be provided. The
people were told that by the time trade
had reached reasonahle dimensions all the
facilities would be waiting for them. A
scheme was advanced and puil intc opera-
tion to provide six berths at Bunbury, two
for vesscls of 26 feet draught, two for ves-
sels of 22 feet draught, and two for ships
with a draught of 18 feet. Four of those
berths are useless except for coastal ves-
sels. Bunbury not only requires buf must
have a minimom of two additional berths
providing 30 feet of water.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is not the harbour
in the wrong place?

Hon. W. J. MANN: There has buen a
great deal of eontroversy on that question,
but as I am not' an engineer I am
not competent to express an o¢pinion,
Personally I have often thought it a
great pity that before so mueh money
was expended on the original idea
more extensive inguiries were not . made.
However, I am not prepared to dchate that
point, because as I have said, I am not
qualified to express an opinion, and anything
I may say will not earry much weight in
that direction. What I am here to urge,
however, is that the Government should set
about to fulfil the promise originally made
to the people and give Bunbury the ship-
ping facilities that it ultimately must have.

It has been computed that there are 775
miles of railway in the South-West serving
about 24,000 square iniles of country. One
can see to-day that that area is returning
considerable revenue and will continue to
do so. There is a splendid spirit of opti-
mism in that part of the State at the pre-
sent time, and settlers arc eoming in weekly
or indeed almost daily. Some four years
ago there were hundreds of abandoned group
farms; to-day those abandoned farms are
considerably fewer in number, and those
that have been taken up are being worked
by a good type of people, many of whom
have come from the Kastern States and New
Zealand, and some also from abroad. Those
people have settled down to work in & man-
ner that is most encouraging, When any one
advances a claim for expenditure on the
harbeur he should be able to supplement
that claim by quoting reasonable figures. 1
intend to submit to the House figures that
will show the growth of the trade at the
port of Bunbury. Since 1909, and in the
early portion of the intervening period, the
trade was very small, but after that no less
a total than 10,000,000 tons of South-West
products have gone over the Bunbury jetty.
That is a tidy amount. A good deal of it
of course was timber, and we know (hat
timber is a very valuable freight, not only
for the State from the railway point of
view, but for the workers responsible for its
production and the companies carryving on
the business.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Some of thai timber
went to South Ameriea.

Hon. W. J. MAXN: The timber trade
has been of immense value to the State, and
particularly was that so in the years gone
by.
Hon. G. W. Miles: Have vou figures show-
ing the value of the timber?

Hon. W. J. MANN: I have not, but any-
one who knows the value of a load or a ton
of timber can work out the figures for him-
self. What has gone over that jetty in the
past, however, is insignificant compared with
what will go over in the future. I have
taken the figures from the March Quarterly
Abstract—the latest T have been able to get
—and these are, of course, official. I find
that for the 12 months ended the 30th June,
1938, Bunbury sent abroad exports valned
at £1,639,055. One does not like to make
comparisons, but I intend to do so in the
kindliest way. The exports from Bunbury



92 [COUNCIL.]

in that year were nearly half-a-million
pounds in exeess of the exporis from Ger-
aldton, and seven or eight times greater
than the exports from Albany or Wyndham.
T will not go any further.

Hon. J, Cornell: The Almighty has been
kind to that part of the State.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Never mind about
the Almighty. We want the Government
to stand up to its respousibility and make
it possible for even the figures that I have
quoted to be inecreased still further. After
all it is the trade of the State, and the State
will share in the benefits that will follow.
For the first nine months of the present
year the exports were valued at nearly
double those of the next outer pert of im-
portance, or indeed any other port of the
State except, of course, Fremantle. Thus
I am on preity sound ground when I say
that we have a good case. There is no need
to offer an apology for emphasising the im-
portance of providing adequate harbour
facilities in the South-West. The claim can
be justified, and the fignres I have quoted
provide incontestable evidence to support
my ecase. I shall go further and show by
comparison the rapid growth in primary pro-
duction that has taken place in the South-
West during the past few years. As the
1938-39 figures are not yet available, T have
taken the figures for 1937-38, and for the
purpose of comparison will quote the figures
for five years earlier, 1932-33. I have also

taken at randem nine items, and for
those I can quote complete figures.
Those items are potatoes, fruif, honey,

tobacco, sawn timber, wool, cream, cheese
and condensed milk, We find that the value
of the production of these articles in the
South-West for the year 1932-33 aggregated
£1,220,008, while in 1937-38 the value had
increased to £2,437,781, or £1,198,773 more
than the figures for five years earlier. In
other words, the value of the products that
I mentioned nearly doubled itself in that
comparatively short period. That is a very
good story to be able to relate, and it is also
refreshing to be able to quote such figures
after having, as we have done in years gone
by, asked for assistance and encouragement
for the dairving industry. That figure of
nearly 24 million pounds for ome year repre-
sents only part of the increase; because we
have, as addifional sources of production,
horse breeding, sheep breeding, production
of fat lambs, dairy and fat eattle, pigs,

poultry, barley, fodder, clover seeds, hewn
timber and other products, Members will
note that I have not mentioned wheat and
oats. The value of the production of tho.e
items, added to the nine I have mentioned,
would make an aggregate of betwern
£3,000,000 and £1,000,000 for the year.
That, I think, is splendid, and considering
the limited area and the disabilities of the
past, it is soemething to be prond of. In
1932-33—although there had heen something
of a boom beforehand—we had 427 acres
of tobaceo crop. In those days that was
considered to be as far as we daved go.
Five years later, however, the area was
nearly trebled, because we then had 1,193
acres under tobacco erop, the value of which,
according to the Governor's Speech, was
£50,000, The South-West is producing
tobacco leaf of a quality equal to that of the
best in Australia. The average quality is
actually beiter than that of the other States.
As the demand is still far from being sup-
plied, there is a big field shead for tobaeco
growing in the South-West.

Permanent pastures in five years increased
from 293,926 acres to 415,205 acres. Any-
one with a knowledge of agrieunlture will
realise what that increased produetion
means.

For many years past the question of the
Bunbury harbour has heen diseussed by vari-
oug conferences. In my province we have
what is known as the South-West Confer-
ence, which is a gathering of all the local
governing bodies, the agrienltural societies,
the Chambers of Commeree, progress asso-
ciations and kindred bodies. Fach year for
the past 10 years the matter of the Bunbury
har_bour has heen brought up, not by one
soclety only, but by a namber. It is
admitted that the Government has expressed
sympathy, but that is about all we have
secured.

Hon. J. Cornell: Ii is like the Fair Rents
Bill in this House,

Hon. W. J. MANN: Yes, possibly. Faceili-
ties for ¢ool storage have also been urgently
desired because of the rapid development of
the fat lamb and dairving industries. Thijs
matter was referred to at the last meeting
of the South-West Conference, the report
of the exeeutive of which states—

The executive gave this matter their con-
sideration and came to the conclusion that
nothing effective could be dene until port
facilities were available, and they feel that
every possible effort must be made to secure
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adequate depth in the harbour before ecool
stores can be sucecessful.

That is an added reason for Buubury's
claim. The South-West Conference is one
of extreme value, and the result of its de-
liberations is to the effect that until the
harbour is deepened so that ships of the
required size may berth, nothing ean be
done.

Improved facilities are also required at
the port of Busselton, which will ensure to
it the trade of its hinterland. The port of
Busselton, although small, has been ex-
tremely useful in the past. It has a number
of distinet advantages and should be used a
great deal more, The port, too, has gained
an enviable name for despateh and general
working. Older residents of the port say
they cannot remember one boat ever being
held up during the past 30 odd years beeause
the men refused to work. The jetty was
damaged about a week ago, when a steamer
sheared into it and almost chopped a piece
off the end. One of the most urgent require-
ments, excepting the repair of that damage,
at the moment is the provision of electric
light at the end of the jetty. This is only a
small matter, but the lack of sympathy
shown by the Railway Department, whick 19
responsible for that jeity, is extraordinsry.
Portion of the jetly is lighted by the muni-
cipality, which has gone as far as it ean.
From its boundary tc the end of the jetty
all is darkness. The fact that four scamen
have lost their lives there in recent years al
night does not seem to concern the depart-
ment at all. This matter is a hardy annual
and, although the request seems trifling,
it is reaily important. I hope the Gov-
ernment will at the earliest opportunity take
such a step as will ensure the safety of the
men working on the jetty. I canpot under-
stand why a Labour Government should
ignore the desires of the Lumpers’ Union for
so many years as the present Government
has done.

Flinders Bay also claims attention. Tt will
bear investigation because of its growing
importance. The port has 37 feet of water
at low tide within a few yards of the shore,
and 40 feet of water at high tide.

Before leaving the butter and allied in-
dustries, I urge upon the Govermment the
necessity for dealing effectively with the dis-
tribution of margarine. If people are foolish
enough to use margarine when they can ob-
tain high-grade butter, of course we eannot

prevent them; but I protest against the sale
of margarine, which is an inferior product
and which is made to resemble butter
so closely that many people are actually de-
ceived. I was recently at a home and saw
margarine on the table. I jocularly said to
the good lady, “Don't you believe in the
eountry you live in?” After regarding me
suspiciously, she asked, “Why?’ I replied,
“You use margarine,” She then said, “Is
that margarine?’ I said, “I am a rather
bad judge if it is not.” The lady then said
to her hushand, “Is that margarine?’ He
replied, “Yes, they did not have any butter.”
I understood from the conversation hetween
her and her husband that he had brought
home the parcel and had offered as an excuse
for bringing home margarine that he could
not secure butter. 1 can assure members
that the margarine was very cleverly got up.

Hon. J. Cornell: It sounds like a fairy
tale!

Hon. W. J. MANN: T do mnot know
whether Mr., Cornell would have been able
to discover the difference. Some of the
margarine that I have seen is undoubiedly
got up with the idea of deceiving people.
What the Government should do is to ensure
that margarine is given such a distinetive
colour as to make it impossible to confuse
it with butter.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: You know the
Government gave the margarine dealers a
quota.

Hon. W. J, MANN: Yes. Yeiterday, at
one of our stores, I saw margarine marked
at 1s. 2d. a 1b., which is by no means cheap
compared with butter at 1s. 8d. I read re-
cently in a Victorian paper that heef fat to
make margarine was procured at a price as
low as 1%d. a lb. When I mentioned that
fact where I was staying, 1 was told, “I
have seen some of that beef fat and if you
saw it you would never look at margarine
again. Tmported copra iz grown hy black
labour. It is imported duty free, and I
understand is purchased at a trifle over 1d.
a 1b. Admittedly, the beef fat and the eopra
are subsequently refined. While beef fat and
copra may be fit for human consumption,
they are not ecomparable to good butter, and
their use should not be encouraged. A quota
of topra was agreed to by this Government.
Some eomment on it was made in this Cham-
ber. I do not think it is to the credit of
the Government that the implrtation of
copra should be cncouraged.
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It is deplorable that such a valuable na-
tional asset as the dairying industry should
have to ficht this form of erosion simply
because some Australians wrongly think to
save money by purchasing margarine. I
propose to quote a few lines to drive home
to members the value to Australia of the
dairying industry—

The dairyving industry makes a generous
contribution to the principle of Australian
protection, In turn it expects a reasonable
measure of protection for itself. That the
industry merits that consideration will be
obvions from the following factors indicative
of its value to the nation:—

1. There is invested in dairy farms, stock
and dairy farm equipment a sum of
money varipusly estimated at be-
tween £200,000,000 and £300,000,000.

2. There is invested in dairy factory land,
buildings and equipment a sum of
approximately £6,000,000,

3, These factories pay wages amounting
to approximately £1,500,000 per
annum.

4, In addition, the dairying indusiry pro-
vides for the maintenance on dairy
farms of approximately 500,000 per-
IR

5. The annual value of the output of butter
alone amounted last year to approxi-
mately £26,000,000, of which ap-
proximately £12,000,000 represented
exports.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Is that in Aus-
tralian currency?

Hon, W, J. MANN; Yes. I do not think
I need go further, but I hope I have made
clear to members that the dairying industry
is worth encouraging and that the South-
West and Bunbury harbour in partieular
are deserving of further consideration and
assistance.

Mention is made in the Speech of a pro-
posed amendment of the Traffic Act. T say
without fear of contradicfion that there is
ample room for all-round improvement in the
regulations. Similarly, there is grave neces-
sity for a wider realisation on the part of
many motorists, and many members of the
public alse, of the dangers that accompany
present-day forms of transport. It is alarm-
ing to find each year the list of fatal acei-
dents and of people injured and maimed
showing an increase. During the year ended
the 30th June, 1937, no fewer than 1,387
persons were killed as a result of motor
accidents in Australia, and 22,940 were in-
jured, many of them to such an extent
that they will be useless for anything in

the shape of work for the rest of their lives.
In the year ended the 30th June, 1938, the
number of people killed was 1,483, an in-
crease of 968 for the year, and the number of
people injured inereased by 2,157, making
the somewhat staggering total of 25,097 in-
jured in motor aceidents in one year in Aus-
tralin. In the latter year, Western Aus-
tralia tied with Vietoria for the unenviable
distinetion of having the highest average
death rate. I hope that the Government,
when bringing down the amendment to the
Act, will not lose sight of the necessity for
establishing motor patrols on country roads.
There is a type of road-hog—that is the
most charitable way to describe him—fre-
quently met on the main arterial mads
who needs prompt and effectiva attention.
This individnal defies all the canons of de-
eency, is generally contemptuous of the
rights of other people, and often is highly
abusive. Those who use country roads know
of the type.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Magistrates are too
lenient when those people are caught.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Let us arrange to
catch them and then we can see what the
magistrates do.

Hon, E. H. Angelo: But many of them
have been eaught.

Hon. W. J. MANX: This type of indivi-
dual bestrides the centre of the roadway
and calmly disregards all accepted and law-
ful signals, and any attempt to travel on the
correct side of the road is foreign to him.

Hon. A. Thomson: He is the type that
needs to be dealt with.

Hon, W. J. MANN: When thai type
comes to eross-roads, and near to schools, he
thinks nothing of dashing past. If anybody
gets in his way, well, he regards it as the
vietim's misfortune. We meet the same in.
dividual on our iravels by night. He seems
to think it bemeath his dignity to dim his
lights, and he will flash over the crest of a
hill, or around a cormer, with his lights
dazzling along the centre of the road, and
only by rapid thought and prompt action
and frequently by running inte the bush
can other motorists escape damage. T would
not feel concerned if this class of person
endanpgered only his own life. I have no
sympathy at all for him; if he will do those
things, he must take what is enming. But I
am solicitous for the lives of decent people,
who are in the majority. T want the anth-
orities to get hold of suech senseless and
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flash persons—they are usually people with
an exalted opinion of themselves—and ter-
minate their activities by the imposition of
exemplary fines, or the ecancellation of
licenses. If penalties of £100 or imprison-
ment are justified for a breach of the betting
laws, the same at least are more than war-
ranted for breaches of some of our traffic
laws, and could well be put into effect. 1
shall support the Government in any aetion
taken to minimise this trouble.

I wish to make brief reference to a ques-
tion asked in this House by Mr. Tuckey on
Wednesday last. Let me say at the outser
I am satisfied that the Honorary Minister,
in replying to that question, was misin-
formed. Mr. Tuckey asked a question re-
garding the sale by the Government of
cattle for which a clean bill of health eould
not be given. The question read—-

Is the Government aware that in Oectober

last the Agricultural Bank sold by anction at
Sabina Vale a number of dairy cows con-
cerning which it refused a guaranteec of free
dom from the disease kunown as contagions
abortion ?
Possibly the wording of the question was
unfortunate; it should have said the sale of
cattle “from” instead of “at” Sabina Vale,
although that point is being contested. The
Minister’s informants were either endeavour-
ing to hush np something that occurred or
have deliberately misinformed him.

The Honorary Minister interjected.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I attended a
meeting of delegates of agriculiural so-
cieties convened by the Royal Agrienltural
Society and held in William street, Perth,
abhout three weeks ago. As delegate from
the Margaret River Agricultural Society and
the Southern Districts Agricultural Society,
Busselten, I moved motions dealing with
this very matter. The Chief Inspeetor of
8tock and the Superintendent of Dairying
were present, and replied to my remarks, and
admitted that what I said had been done.
I am not going to steal the thunder of the
member who asked the question. I under-
stand that Mr. Tuckey proposes to reply
fully to this matter, but I wish to say defi-
nitely that the Minister was misinformed. I
do not consider that any credit was due to
the department responsible, and if the of-
ficials consider the answer clever, it was a
very poor attempt at eleverness.

Hon. A. Thomson: It was not fair to the
Minister.

Hon. W. J. MANN: It was not. If the
officials desired to keep the matter quiet, they
went the wrong way about if, because it is
now likely to receive considerable publicity.

There is one other matter to which I de-
sire to refer. Recently we had a report that,
as a result of research undertaken by the
C.S.I.R., an extension of the flax industry in
Australia may be expected in the near fu-
ture. I have seen something of flax produe-
tion in New Zealand, and it has always been
evident to me that we have in the South-
West quite a lot of land that would be
admirable for the growing of flax. The Gov-
crnment has instituted a campaign to en-
courage the establishment of secondary in-
dustries. I suggest that it should give serious
and immediate attention to the question of
flax cultivation, and through its respons-
ible officers get in touch with the Counecil
of Industrial Research {o ascertain what has
been disclosed by their investigations. If
that information proves to be such as we
hope, then it should provide another highly
valuable industry for Western Australia, an
industry for which there is always likely to
be a good market. I feel sure that many
people would embark on the cultivation of
flax. I have heard the matter discussed
many fimes. So far we have always suf-
fered from a lack of experienced growers,
and been somewhat in the dark as to the
best method of procedure. I do eommend
this suggestion to the Government. I sup-
port the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.47]: Before addressing my-
self to the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech, I desire
to congratulate the Government on having
weathered the storm earlier in the year. 1
also desire to congratulate individual Min-
isters on their appointment. I sincerely
trust the Government will in relation to
various matters to which I shall refer do
somewhat more during this session than it
has done in the past. It is somewhat sur-
prising that the Speech makes no refer-
ence whatever to any amendment of the
betting or licensing laws. From this faect
I am led to infer that the (tovernment is
satisfied with those laws. One would nat-
urally assume that if not satisfied with
those laws, Ministers would express in the
Governor’s Speech an intention to amend
them. If I am correct in my assumption
that Ministers are satisfied with those laws,
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I must also assume they will see that those
laws are obeyed. If they do not admin-
ister the laws as provided by Parliament,
then they are not carrying out the tradi-
tions of democracy and are not fulfilling
their oaths of office, and further are not
justified in receiving the salaries which
Parliament grants them for the purpose of
administering the laws. It is the first duty
of o democratie government to administer
the laws passed by Parlinment. The gues-
tion arises, are the representatives of the
people prepared to alter the gambling laws
or the licensing laws? If so, let the neces-
sary Bills be brought down. If those rep-
resentatives arc not prepared to alter the
laws, then it is their bounden duty to see
that the laws are obeyed. They hold the
reins of office. The people have elected
them by a majority, and it is for them to
decide. They have the alternative of either
amending the laws or of carrying them
out, having the necessary numbers.

It is quite obvious that the licensing laws
as at present existing are obsolete. It is
absurd that the miner on the goldfields
coming off shift is not allowed to have a
drink. I feel sure every member, other
than members who are bound up with the
views of prohibition, will agree that the
licensing laws require bringing up to date
by drastic amendment. I certainly do
nof believe in prohibition, I do believe in
greaier freedom as regards liguor, but I
also believe in maintaining the law, what-
ever it may be for the time being.

It is quite obvious that the gambling
laws regquire immediate attention. We
Enow that if such laws are only partly en-
forced, Ministers and their officers have
only themselves to blame if remarks of a
personal nature are hurled against them.
We all know that there are starting price
betting shops that are never raided and
never charged, though carrying on quite
openly. It has been expressed somewhat
openly in the streets hy varions people,
irresponsible and responsible, that there
are theories and reasons why such a state
of affairs prevails. I am prepared to sup-
port any measure whieh, in my opinion, is
for the general welfare of the people,
whether for the moment it be pepular or
anpopular. The only reason why I mention
that is that possibly I may give the Gov-
erninent a little encouragement, seeing that
it will not face the people for three years

whereas I shall face my electors during
the next 12 months. I trust Ministers will
take it from me that I am sincere in my
desire to have the law either amended or
enforced, and that I shall do my utmost to
assist them in either direction. However,
it must be one way or the other.

Various other maiters of urgeney are
also omitted from the Governor's Speech.
One is a matter which was very urgent
during the last Parlisment—amendment of
the Constitution Aet. TIf only the amend-
ment recommended by this Chamber some
time ago had been adopted, various occur-
rences Since then would have been
obviated. It is absurd that a person can
seek election while not qualified to sit in
Pariiament. We had an instance of that
some time ago, when a gentleman who is
a bankruopt stood and was elected. He
could not sit. Probably instances under
other subsections of the disqualifying see-
tion wili arise from time to time, and dis-
qualified persons will stand for eleetion
and be unable Lo take their seats in Par-
liament after the country has been put to
the expense of their election.

Yet another matter of urgeney is
amendment of the IFirearms and Guns
Act. That measure has become a farce. It
is administered in an extraordinarily striet
manner through the regulations. If one
wishes to buy an ordinary .22 rifle one has
first of all to secare a permit from
the nearest police station to ene’s residence.
Then one goes along and selects the gun
one wants to buy, or else it is that one has
te select the gun first and then obtain the
permit to buy it. Inecidentally, the permit
to buy the gun is good for only 2% hours.
The same thing applies to ammunition.
People coming off mail steamers that pass
through Fremantle are often desivous to buy
ammunition. As is well known, ¢lay pigeon
shooting is a shiphoard sport. However, a
mailboat passenger wanting fo buy ammuni-
tion in Western Australia cannot do so, be-
cause he has first fo obtain from the nearest
police station to his residence a eertifieate
that he is a fit and proper person to be per-
mitted to buy ammunition, Of course no
police constable will give such a certifieate
to a mailboat passenger, who is not
known to him. The only means by
which such a person can cobtain smmunition
is for the dealer to commit a breach of the
law. Suppose a man from the country go-



{15 Avucusrt, 1939.] 97

ing along the street here takes a fancy fo a
gun in a gunsmith’s shop. He cannot buy
that gun, because he has firsi to get 2 per-
mit from the policeman in the place where
he resides—say Meekatharra. Further, he
cannot buy a rifle in Perth, because the per-
mit under the regulations is good for only
24 hours. The farcieal aspect is that any
resident of Western Australia can write for
a gun to Adelaide or elsewhere in the Eas-
tern States and get any sort of firearm he
likes and have it sent here. The police have
then to find him with the firearm in his
possession. These are things which, though
true, can hardly be given ecredence. A
man with a gun goes to register, but the
gun is confiscated and is not registered.
In one instance a man who had a .22 rifle in
his camp went into bhospital, and wupon
his return the rifle was gone. He subse-
quently recovered his rifle at Fremantle;
but the police would not give him a license
and would not register the gun because, they
said, they did not know what had heen done
with it in the meantime. I took the mat-
ter up, and the man got a license. T sug-
gest that the whole subjeet is one for Com-
monwealth legislation, Further, I consider
that the only firearm that should be regis-
tered, and strictly registered, is a revolver.
Anybody can join the militza, get a rifle
and have it stolen from his home. The State
Act should be entirely disecarded, and the
matter dealt with by the Federal Parlia-
ment. The present position is utterly
absurd.

This Chamber from time to times comes
in for a good deal of abuse, especially dur-
ing elections. I wish to peint out to those
who ecriticise the Legislative Council that
the present Government is in power because
all the legislation which has been passed and
for which the Government has elaimed cre-
dit received the consent of the Council. If
this Chamber had allowed a good many mea-
sures brought before it to go through, the
result of the recent general election, I feel
quite sure, would have been entirely and
absolutely different. It will be remembered
that last session a Bill was infroduced to fur-
ther the establishment of secondary indus-
tries. This Chamber pointed out that the
Bill was entirely unnecessary, and that
the only result of passing it would
be to create a burden on the people
by providing for a large committee, the
members of which were to be paid. It was

pointed out here that the Government eould
do all it desired without any Act, and that
is how the Government is doing it, The
Minister claims great eredit for that faect;
but I think he ought to give eredit where
credit is due, and let the people know that
it was this Chamber that pointed out how he
could do what is being done. The project is
highly necessary, and I am indeed pleased
to see the effort made by the present Gov-
ernment to foster secondary industries. I
fear, however, that the Government is some-
what bamstrung in this respect. Here we
have one highly important industry, the type
of secondary industry that we want, closed
down, with the result that we let in pro-
duets for which we have to send money to
the Bastern States. Yet nothing has been
done publicly. However, I have a vivid re-
collection of some unfortunate small men
who were making lime and did not eomply
with an arbitration award, Thereupon the
industrial inspector, a Government offi-
cer, took aelion against those small
men under every possible provision
of the award that had been broken.
I feil to see why that same Gov-
ernment inspector cannot now do his duty
and bring matiers to a head. I do not advo-
cate the bringing of complaints before the
courts for every wrongdoing, but I do eon-
sider that if the Government took a solid
stand in this matter it would inspire a vast
deal of confidence in those people who may
be contemplating the starting of industries
in Western Australia. Unless the Govern-
ment stands firm, I cannot see that there is
any hope for an increase in our secondary
industries in Western Anstralia. Further-
more, before we can induce people to come
te Western Australia to establish such in-
dustries, it is essential that we shall put our
own hounse in order. I would instance the
Workers' Compensation Aet. I have
always believed in that Aet, but I
also believe that the workers do not
receive henefits to the fullest extent for in-
juries they sustain. Until that Aect is over-
hauled the workers will not derive from its
provisions the benefits to which they are
entitled, while the employers will continue
to pay far more for insurance purposes
than should be necessary. If the Act were
entirely overhauled, henefits would be pro-
vided where they were dve and thus save
expense to industry.
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To-day the most burning question before
the public has relation to the wheatgrowing
industry, which we know is the staple in-
dustry of Western Australia, but I cannot
see how we can ever expect to improve mat-
ters merely by taking money out of the
pockets of one section of the people in order
to pay another. No system of subsidies will
obviate the existing evil. Such a system
would be merely playing with the problem.
We cannet too often emphasise that the
people in the cities and all the workers live
on the farmers. If the State reeeives no
wheat cheque from overseas, there is no
money with which the employers can pay
their workers, nor ¢an there be any indus-
tries in which employees can he assured of
work. All means of financing such under-
takings are derived from wheat farming
and other forms of primary produetion. Tf
the wheat cheque is short, them money in
the city is short; when money is short in
the city, funds for secondary industries are
correspondingly difficult to find.

Hon. J. Cornell: Can you tell us why
it is that farmers can get motor trueks and
motor cars when they cannot buy ploughs?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I am not a
wizard, AN I lmew is that if we do not de-
rive any money from our primary produe-
tion, vnemployment must be ereated. I can-
not for one moment agree that our wheat-
growing industry ecan be maintained by
means of a subsidy, for I regard thaf as a
wrong basis upon which to approach the
problem. On the other hand, I helieve we
must have free {rade as between the nations,
and gei them to take our wheat. The only
means by which we can achieve that objee-
tive is to toke the goods produced by otber
nations. We shall not really reduce our
standard of living by so doing, for we shall
be able to procure goods more cheaply than
it will cost us to produce similar arficles.
No doubt wages and salaries may be reduced
in terms of pounds, shillings and pence, but,
on the other hand, we shall he able to pur-
chase more for the money we have, Cer-
tainly we shall be able to purchase more
eommodities by the expenditure of 2 pound
than is possible under existing conditions.
At the same time we shall be able to sell oar
wheat. That seems to me one way in which
the problem may be bandled. I agree that
it is an international problem, but neverthe-
less the State can do much to foree the posi-
tion. Western Australia 15 a wheat-

producing State, and should be able to take
some action.

Hon. L. Craig: What would you do in the
meantime?

Hon, H. 8. W, PARKER: In the mean-
time it may be essential to render assistance
to the wheatgrowers by way of subsidy, but
we must appreciate the fact that every in-
dividual in the city is very largely depend-
ent upon the production of wheat and iis
disposal overseas.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: And on the produe-
tion of weool?

Hon, H. 8. W, PARKER: Yes, together
with every other form of primary produce.
Turning now to other questions, the time is
long overdue for a redistribution of seats in
this Chamber. My colleagues and I
represent 30,000 electors in the Metro-
politan-Suburban  Provinee, and without
the slightest difficulty another 10,000
persons could be put on the roll for that
provingce. I do not regard it as fair that
members for the Metropolitan-Suburban
Province should he requived te look after
the interosts of one-fourth of the total
number of electors on the Legislative
Council rolls, nor do I consider it
fair that so many electors should have
only three members to represent thewm.
Doubtless in some quarters any disturb-
ing of the existing arrangements would
be regarded as distressing. On the other
hand, I think quite an appreciable propor-
tion of the 30,000 electors eould be set aside
for someone else to look after.

Hon, J. Cornell: That would be a calam-
ity.

Hon, E. M. Heenan: What is the area of
your provinee?

Hon. H, 3. W. PARKER: The members
for the Metropolitan-Suburban Province do
not represent sand but brains.

Hon, E. M. Heenan: That is no answer,

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: I have never
worried about areas, but about people; and
the number of people in my provinee is in-
creasing rapidly.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: If you represented
a goldfields provinee you would worry about
areas.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Perhaps
so. I claim that Metropolitan-Soburhan
members tepresent far too many electors
under existing conditions, and that the situ-
ation is not fair either to the electors or to
the members representing the provinee.
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Hon. H. Tuckey: Would you increase the
number of members of this House?

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: No, I think
the present anumber is quite sufficient, but
I would alter the distribution.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Will you agree that
the cxisting number of members of this
Chamber is too great?

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: No, that is
quite another matter. Dealing now with the
Licensing Court, I would remind the House
that originally that tribunal was established

for the purpose of reduweing the number of

licenses in existence. The court fulfilied that
objeclive long ago, and in my opinion a
great saving of money could be effected
by entirely abolishing the Licensing Court
and allowing the stipendiary magistracy to
deal with matters that now go before that
court. T want it to be understood that
in making these references I am not
reflecting upon the personnel of the court
but am merely diseussing the principle in-
volved. Our stipendiary magistracy is on
a very solid basis and throughout the magis-
terial districts the officials I have in mind
are quite capable of carrying out the fune-
tions now fulfilled by members of the Licens-
ing Court. I sineerely trust our laws will
be enforced, and I will d¢ all in my power
to improve conditions generally. This I
can do hecause, as was stated in publie
quite recently, I am entirely free and un-
trammelled by any party considerations in
or outside this Chamber. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. H. V. Piesse, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.9 p.m.

Tegisiative Assembly,
Tuesday, 15¢h Avgust, 1939,

PaqE
Flectoral, Swenring-la of menber ... o9
Address-In-reply, Arth day op

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am prepared to swear
in the member for Nelson.

Mr. J. H. Smith took and subseribed the
oath and signed the roll. .

ADDRESS-IN-REFLY,
Fifth Day.
Debate resumed from the 10th Aungust.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara} [438]: I
do not think [ ean preface my remarks in
s more approprinte way than by supple-
menting the eomments of the Leader of the
National Party upon the previous member
for Pilbara. 1 aseertained that he was a
very popular member of this Chamber; I
also found thai he was equally popular in
his electorate. Jr. Welsh is & man of mag-
netic personality and is 100 per cent. Aus-
tralian. While thc members on this side
of the House will no doubt be pleased poli-
tieally that he did not win the last election,
I can quite appreciate the high esteem in
which every member of this Chamber held
Mr. Welsh. Yon, Mr, Speaker, and the
Chairman of Commiftees, have my sinecerest
congratnlations upon your election to the
responsible positions “vou hold. You both
have had wide Parliamentary experi-
ence, and I feel sure that youn will dis-
charge the duties of your respective offices
to the satisfaction of members. The two
new Ministers also have my hest wishes.
The member for Kimberley is thoroughly
aequainted with the North-West and is fully
seized of the spirit dominating the people
there. 1 have no doubt he will make an
ideal Minister for the North-West, as did
his predecessor.



